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Re-Dock Press Release:
Can You Hear Me? I Can See You!
Exhibition at FACT 
FACT, 88 Wood Street, Liverpool, L14DQ
17 May - 2 June 2013

+ artists talks 18 May, 2pm - 4pm, FACT Connects Space (Free)

Video trailer for the show: http://vimeo.com/65239793
Can You Hear Me? I Can See You! will open in the FACT Connects space in the foyer of the building on Light Night, May 17.

Artist collective Re-Dock have worked with residents of Your Housing Group (sheltered and supported accommodation) to discuss technological innovations within their lifetimes, whilst exploring the outer limits of emerging telecommunications platforms.

Can You Hear Me? I Can See You! has been inspired by early theatrical techniques for creating ghostly apparitions (like the Peppers ghost effect), 20th century versions of apparitions, teleportation and the video-phone expressed in popular sci-fi cinema (examples of which can be seen projected in the space).

Presented as an open sketchbook, the ideas shared in this exhibition are ‘in-process’ with the opportunity for you to test things out.  

Through an experimental workshop process, a series of prototype devices have been constructed which investigate questions such as: "When did we begin communicating via laser? What happens if you take in LCD T.V. apart? Can you Skype through time?
The sessions devised by Re-Dock have acquainted the resident groups with iPads, Skype and aspects of social media and online research tools, whilst drawing inspiration from people's memories and experiences of the early days of electronic communications technology.

Sam Meech of Re-Dock said: “Can You Hear Me? I Can See You!  is inspired both by historical technological innovations and their impact on society, as well as fictional devices such as time-travel and visitations. 

“The aim is to allow visitors to explore a range of approaches to telepresence, but also question how these could impact on the everyday lives of the residents.”
The exhibition will feature work by artists Dave Lynch, Jon Astbury and Sam Meech, as well as documenting the sheltered housing scheme workshops.

Supported by the Baring Foundation, Can You Hear Me? I Can See You! is the result of an artists’ commission by FACT to promote digital and online activity among those who would not normally have access to new technologies.

ENDS
Notes to Editors:

All queries to John O'Shea: john@re-dock.org / 07821981514

About Re-Dock
Re-Dock is a collective of artists working with people and technology. Led by artists and filmmakers Sam Meech, Tim Brunsden, Neil Winterburn and John O’Shea, Re-Dock is a community interest company established in 2008 to develop and deliver high quality creative projects throughout the North West of England and beyond.
re-dock.org
about the artists:
Jon Astbury's love hate relationship with technology underpins his interest in the dialogue between the screen and our increasingly mediated experience of the world. A fascination which began in childhood, his work also provides him with the perfect excuse to pull things apart to understand how they work. 

Sam Meech is a 'videosmith' - working with old and new technologies to create dynamic video systems, projections and performances. He is also a co-director of Re-Dock and often Skypes his dad to catch up on the football and family news.

Dave Lynch seeks to further the work of the original pioneers in the cinematic and communication fields by augmenting their discoveries with the ubiquitous technologies we have around us.  Often inspired by military advancements, he is interested the human interdependent relationship to the current technological paradigm shift and can often be found routing around in skips, charity shops and car boot sales for bits to repurpose into something else.

About FACT
FACT (Foundation for Art and Creative Technology) is the UK’s leading media arts centre, based in Liverpool. FACT’s award-winning building houses three galleries (showing four exhibitions per year), a café, bar and four cinema screens. Since the organisation was founded in 1988, we have commissioned and presented over 250 new media and digital artworks from artists including Pipilotti Rist, Nam June Paik, Bill Viola, Apichatpong Weerasethakul and Isaac Julien
fact.co.uk
About Your Housing
Your Housing Group is one of the UK's largest social housing providers with over 32,000 homes across the North West, Yorkshire and the Midlands. As well as a wide range of homes for social and affordable rent, Your Housing Group also provides homes for sale and shared ownership as well as Extra Care housing for the over 55s and sheltered and supported accommodation for older people and young adults. The group provides the people who live in its communities with a wide range of guidance and support services.
yourhousinggroup.co.uk
About the Baring Foundation
The charitable arm of ING Bank, the purpose of the Baring Foundation is to improve the quality of life of people suffering disadvantage and discrimination. It aims to achieve this through making grants to strengthen voluntary sector organisations. 
baringfoundation.org.uk

